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OFF THE FLOOR

STEPHEN DEWAELE, half of the brothers in 
2ManyDJs and Soulwax, takes some time to speak 
with DJ Mag about the forthcoming Meltdown 
gig he’s doing with the current seven-piece 
Soulwax. He’s eating lunch when we call. “A bowl 
of meat and spinach,” he says. Yeah, it sounds 
weird. “It’s not a traditional Belgian thing — it’s 
a Monday afternoon, there’s nothing else in the 
fridge…”
He’s speaking from Studio DeeWee, the HQ of their 
activities in picturesque Belgian city Ghent. ‘From 
DeeWee’ is the name of the current album, their 
eighth, which was fi nished six weeks prior to 
touring it, live, with three drummers…

So, drummer Victoria Smith used to play for 
M.I.A. — she’s one of the three drummers in the 
Soulwax touring band, alongside Igor Cavalera 
from metal band Sepultura and electro fi ends 
MixHell, and Blake Davies of Turbowolf. Is she 
the connection to the forthcoming gig at the 
Meltdown festival?
“I don’t know, I didn’t think of that…”

So you don’t just get the phone call from M.I.A.?
“She’s a good friend of ours, and we share a fi lm 
director friend. But no phone call — I thought it 
was our agent… Maybe, I’ll have to look into it.”

What are you doing at the moment, besides the 
bowl of spinach and meat?
“Rehearsing… preparing a live set — it’s a pretty 
complicated thing, taking the studio on tour, 

at festivals all summer — and we’re doing an 
Essential Mix for the BBC. Meltdown will be the 
fi rst show, and we’re changing the set-up, playing 
some new tracks. We’ve never had a point to 
consider [the current live show] — and now we’re 
in this break.  
“We kind of created this thing in the studio with 
three drum-kits and a mixing desk, and every 
show — if we can make it through without falling 
apart — is such an achievement for all seven of 
us, musically. So we’re just getting into it — so we 
can do things more detailed. It’s 20,000 people at 
Sonar.”

Do you call yourselves a rock band, or what?
“Dave [the other Dewaele brother] and me don’t 
call ourselves a rock band, no. We’ve been stoner, 
new-wave, indie, electronica, punk, electroclash 
— but we used to play drums, guitars, synths, and 
we know how to tune an instrument, so we’re using 
a rock band formula. With Igor, you can’t get any 
more rock — the prototype of metal — and Victoria 
has an opposite sensibility, with three consoles to 
mix it. Having control is dangerous but gratifying 
if it works. A lot of stuff can go wrong, but we can 
raise the bar…
“With the studio we built in Ghent, it was the 
currency that we could use and experiment in — 
and having three drum-kits, we wanted those two 
worlds together. [The show] can just be a laptop, 
but having three live instruments — having it all 
together — there’s a physical element.”

It must get very complex with three drummers…
“It’s hard for us to be one thing… a natural 
inclination is to challenge yourself as an artist, 
and we’ve defi nitely been doing that with the new 
live set, but every artist I’m inspired by is not 
scared of limits, or boundaries…”

And what about the visual element?
“For us, it’s super-important — now that the audio 
and visual are joining together on all platforms, 
it’s super-exciting. What used to defi ne an artist? 
Musicians had to go on tour, be in a band, release 
videos, now there are no rules — and it should be 
super-inspiring. I don’t need to release it in that 
way, I can make video or an art piece — so the 
system is great now.  
“We release things every month. For all the 
young people we work with, the concept of an EP 
doesn’t exist. Our world has changed, music is 
everywhere, at the train station — there was none 
before. Music has become a part of Instagram, 
it’s everywhere. We are the cavemen, but record 
companies have to rethink everything. If you are 
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Soulwax are playing M.I.A.’s Meltdown in London this month. Off The Floor 
caught up with one of the Dewaele brothers to hear about their multi-
media activities and why they’re gonna be touring with three drummers…

Wax On!
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