OFF THE FLOOR
young and want to make music, I think
they want to do the whole thing. Of course,
there are copyright pitfalls and things like
that — but I do feel the old system of bands
needing to release on EPs and LPs… there
are many subsystems and alternatives now.
“When I make music or other people make
music, I always know there’s an audience
there, but there’s a whole sub-level of
music and visuals, such as M.I.A. doing
Meltdown…”
Ghent has a lot of musical history… There
was Belgian new beat, and R&S Records…
“If you put a compass around Ghent to,
say, Cologne, you get Amsterdam, Paris,
London — all these references come back.
Whether it’s electronic music, new beat,
techno, people would come to Ghent to buy
music. It’s small enough that underground
stuff could go in the top 10, because the
sub-culture became the mainstream — it
had the ability to do that, and people could
create. But in the ‘90s, instead of being
influenced by that, we went all Queens Of
The Stone Age, like ‘Fuck you guys with your
raves’, and rebelled against that — like if
you were in Manchester, you didn’t want to
be in the Stone Roses. We’d only go to raves
for good-looking girls…”
Music’s always about the girls, huh?! Tell
us a book and film you’d recommend to
readers…
“In reference to a lot of this stuff, there was
a documentary being made, The Sound Of
Belgium. It reminds me of our own research,
at Ku, it was the beginning of the culture
of people coming together. DJ Alfredo told
us of a French guy who lived in Brussels, he
went to Ibiza and played everything at -8 in
the ‘80s. He was a heroin addict, he was the
first one — this was playing to 10 people at
Amnesia, but this new-wave had such an
influence on Balearic. In ’80/’81, there is
a long line… the young kids, it starts with
Manuel Gottsching, they know that, and
Ash Ra Tempel, Klaus Schulze. I’ve had to
learn this stuff by buying these records,
but for them, they know about that, their
dictionary starts with that…”
“The last book I bought was Cosey Fanni
Tutti — Art, Sex, Music. I remember
watching Psychic TV, my dad took me when
I was 14. I was scared, and I thought he was
looking for trouble, but when you look at
what they’ve done, it’s really interesting to
read.”
Is it handy having pseudonyms?
“Me and my brother, we just do it. When
being just a band, we are just a band, when
we’re producers, that’s what we do. Doing
just one thing, it doesn’t gel because we
want to do everything. Creatively we want
to fail, or not fail, and rip off, be ripped
off — that is our oxygen. If I had to be
Soulwax for the rest of my life, I would walk
out of this studio screaming now! But then
I can perform with Victoria one day, DJ one
weekend, do a theatre play with someone
else… it’s hard to explain, and I only do it
in interviews…”
• Soulwax play M.I.A.'s Meltdown festival
at Southbank Centre, London on 10 June
2017. See www.southbankcentre.co.uk/
meltdown for more info.

RAVING IRAN
Fresh out of Tehran, Blade&Beard put on raves. In
Iran, that’s difficult — all distribution of art has to
be licensed by Iran’s Ministry Of Culture & Islamic
Guidance. The police taskforce in charge of enforcing
Islamic lifestyle ethics is known as the “morality
police.” They’re stricter than the enforcers of the
Criminal Justice Bill 1994…
In this film by Susanne Regina Mueres, she reveals
a country which, until 1979, had a legion of
filmmakers, many female, but now… although
women are in positions of power, they woefully
accept jail being a reality if they unveil themselves
to party — and you can only imagine what happens
to those that encourage such behaviour by putting
on raves. With one half of this production duo,
Blade (Anoosh Raki), going to prison after a party
gets busted by the deeply conservative regime, this
film tells their story — of patriarchal rule, and their
escape from it. It’s like Michael Winterbottom’s In
This World, the rave version, mixed with Eden.
* Find more info on Facebook, for both Blade&Beard,
and Raving Iran’s summer tour dates…

ROOTS RODIGAN
“I can't quite believe the day has finally come,” says
reggae ledge Rodigan. “After two years in the making,
my autobiography is officially out now! I was reluctant to
do this, and honestly didn't believe anyone would really
care about my story; but I've been really touched by the
feedback and
response. I
thank you
all. First and
foremost I
did this, and
continue to
do what I do,
for the music.
Reggae
music. So this
is my life in
Reggae,
David.”
• Rodigan:
My Life In
Reggae
is out
now.

RENEGADE
SNARES

BYLINE FESTIVAL
IF you’re down with the sound of Raving Iran,
you may also be interested in this summer’s
inaugural Byline Festival in Pippingford Park,
Sussex. It’s billed as ‘a riot of independent
journalism’ — hell yeah, Off The Floor approved!
This section’s editor, Kirsty Allison, will be there,
flying her flag of psychedelic spoken word on
the Saturday night. It’s largely helmed by the
bastion of critique, Hardeep Singh Kohli (the guy
who wears Adidas stripes around his turban),
and Paulo Hewitt is DJing, a Swede called Niclas
Jingryd, Nihal, Nave… ‘Debate, think, laugh,
dance, and change the world’ runs their tagline.
bylinefestival.com
Ben (left) and Carl

Beautiful things are made when beautiful people
join together — in this case, the current editor
of DJ Mag, Carl Loben, and former editor, Ben
Murphy. These boys be crashing their fingers
along the keyboard, in the beautiful rhythm of
drum & bass. Yep, they’re crowdfunding a book.
This will be definitive — and you can get in on
exclusive action by becoming part of it now.
Joining forces with the Kickstarters and Pledgeheads of the publishing world, aka the brilliant
Unbound publishing (who have managed to modernise books into stories that become stories all on their
own, through our involvement in the crowd-funding process), this new book, Renegade Snares — named after
the seminal Omni Trio d&b track — is pitched with a foreword by none other than Goldie. Pledges range from
£10 for a digital copy to more to have your name in the back of the finished hardback book. Extra pledges
include dubplates signed by leading lights of the scene such as Fabio & Grooverider, London Elektricity etc.
Make this happen. unbound.com/books/renegade-snares
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