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“YES, I do get paranoid,” admits legendary 
photographer of the illegal rave scene, Matthew 
Smith. “I have a phone and a vehicle, and I have 
to engage, but I would rather not be involved in 
corporate authority structures like councils or 
government. I don’t claim benefits — why should 
I tell you my income, my health? As long as I 
have petrol for the van, I’m alright.  
“I’ve been off-grid for five years,” Matt 
continues. “I’m in an amazing space in the 
middle of Cornwall. Rave culture enabled me 
to have the resilience to be in the middle 
of nowhere, after a decade of carrying 
soundsystems to such places. I love the line in 
Bladerunner 2049: ‘After the big blackout, all 
that remained was paper…’. That's what my book 
is about.”
He starts talking about how technology has 
helped him in his work. “I have a smart-phone 
and I turn it off,” he tells DJ Mag. “Technology 
has helped me a lot though, Facebook has 

facilitated my independence — my personal 
profile with 5000 people has been my tool 
for years, and that’s why my Kickstarter [for 
the book] was so successful [it raised over 
£20,000].”
Conversations with superstars such as Jeremy 
Corbyn, Jimmy Cauty (KLF) and all kinds of 
instigators will be present and correct at his 
exhibition in Bristol's Arnolfine, kicking off 
January 26th. 
There are various testimonies for his book 
that Matt has collected along the way. DJ Mag 
editor Carl Loben said: “I first became aware 
of Matt’s unique photography during the 
time that the Criminal Justice Bill was being 
debated in Parliament in 1993, in my capacity 
as a music journalist concerned about the 
Bill’s repercussions for dance music. Matt isn’t 
someone who occasionally touristed in the 
counter-culture — he has lived and breathed it 
for a lifetime. I hope that lots of people support 
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EXIST TO RESIST
We talk to photographer Matt Smith about his book 
documenting the UK’s counter-culture over the past 30 years...
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